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The Circuit Rider Published January 8, 2014

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
POWER of We: Core Four Resources Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1378?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+7-31-13&utm_campaign=7-31-
13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email  to view or download.

2013 Conference Journal, Vol. 1 as well as 2012 and 2011 Conference Journals, Vol. 1 & 2 are 
Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/990  to view or download.

Matthew 3:13-17
New International Version (NIV)

The Baptism of Jesus

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by 
John. 14 But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized 
by you, and do you come to me?”

15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented.

16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God de-
scending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”
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An the Next Stop Is... 
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson, 
Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days.

• January 6-10 (Monday-Friday)

Bishop Swanson will be meeting with the Southeastern Jurisdiction 
(SEJ) College of Bishops in Pensacola, Florida.

MS Methodist On Human Trafficking
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Senior Communications Specialist
 As executive director of Wesley House Community Center in Merid-
ian, Ginger Grissom stays involved and available around the clock 
to address matters on human trafficking. The center, which is sup-
ported by the Mississippi Annual Conference of The United Methodist 
Church, houses several agencies that address social issues, like the East Mississippi Sexual 
Assault Crisis Center that supports victims of this crime.  In the days leading up to Na-
tional Human Trafficking Awareness Day on January 11, Grissom writes about disturbing 
statistics and the headway United Methodists and the state of Mississippi are making in 
prevention and awareness of human trafficking.

 Human trafficking is a crime that dehumanizes a person through force, fraud or coercion. 
Many are misled in believing that it happens only in other countries, but the truth is, it 
happens right here in Mississippi, today, right now! Did you know that human traffick-
ing is the fastest growing organized crime, second only to drug trafficking, and is expected 
to be number one within five years? It’s true, and it is happening fast, due to the fact that 
unlike drug traffickers, who sell their product one time, a human trafficker can sell their 
victim/slave over and over, receiving up to 20 times what they originally paid for the girl 
or boy. Sadly, human trafficking not only involves sex and labor, but also organ harvest-
ing on the black market. Traffickers are increasingly trafficking pregnant women for their 
newborns who are being sold on the black market as well. But, approximately 75-80 
percent of human trafficking is for sex.

The FBI estimates that 100,000 children and young women are trafficked in America, ranging in age from 9-19, with the average being 
11 years old. Human trafficking is a crime that is fueled by poverty, as well as minor-
ity and gender discriminations. Statistics are inconclusive, due to the fact that it is 
a “hidden” crime, with confusing and misnamed roles, victims being arrested and 
jailed for prostitution or theft, while the perpetrator goes free. FBI reports that many 
victims are from “good” families!

According to the U.S. State Department, human trafficking is one of the greatest 
human rights challenges of this century, both in the United States and around the 
world. It is the only area of transnational crime in which women are significantly 
represented both as victims, as perpetrators, and as activists fighting this crime.

What can I do? (You might ask!) Well, praise God for the United Methodist Women, 
who have bravely stepped out and chosen Human Trafficking as one of our missions. 
(For details on UMW efforts, visit http://bit.ly/19ef5FO.) Coincidentally, it’s impor-

tant to note that the Polaris Project named Mississippi as one of four states that were most improved last year for passing legislation to 
combat sex and labor trafficking and support survivors. (View the Polaris Project report here: http://bit.ly/1iUm3Dm.)

Continued prayer is appreciated.

If you feel someone is in a trafficking situation, please alert law enforcement as soon as possible. If you have questions or suspicions about 
a potential human trafficking situation, feel free to contact Wesley House Community Center at 601-485-4736 and ask for me or Mary 

Ginger Grissom, executive director 
of Wesley House Community Center
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Ann Shook. We have a plethora of information and resources that can assist you.

For more information about Wesley House Community Center, click here.  Click here to read a previous story from The Circuit Rider-
about a counselor of the East Mississippi Community Center who tells the story of a young person who was trafficked.

National Human Trafficking Awareness Day is observed annually on the 11 day of January.  This day originated in 2011 through Presi-
dent Barak Obama’s declaration of January as National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month.

Churches Offer Inspiration for Mission Share Giving
Mississippi Conference Communications
Time is winding down to the last day for Mississippi United Methodist churches to report their 
mission share giving in 2013.  The date is January 10.  Mission shares—formally known as 
apportionments—refers to a goal of benevolence giving set by the Mississippi United 
Methodist Conference in order to fund the numerous charities, scholarships, missions, 
community centers, domestic and international ministries, conference programmatic 
and administrative costs, clergy support and initiatives of the state and global church.  
That goal of benevolence giving is then divvied up and passed on to the local churches 
after a formula calculates each church’s fair share. 

 As of January 3, 2014, the conference treasurer’s office gave an account for 557 of the 
1,071 churches reporting 100% mission giving.   That includes the three small congregations 
led by Rev. Bunyan “Jeep” Pepper. He wrote the following notice for inspiration to other churches 
days before the turn of the new year. 

The Heart for Giving

I serve three small churches In Attala County on the McAdams Charge. They are Bethel, Salem and McAdams. These are three of the 
most unique churches that I have ever pastored. One has a membership of five. One has an average attendance of 16 and the other 12.

They have lost members to death and population shift in the area for the past several years. It is a financial struggle for some of the 
members and even though they only have two worship services per month, we anticipate that we will have paid 100% by December 31 
on mission shares for the 2013 year.

How are they able to accomplish this? By not thinking of their giving as paying a tax that is required, but as an opportunity to join their 
small financial resources with other churches in the district and conference so as to be able to reach out into the world outside their con-
gregations. In other words, they want to be “churches” and not just worship centers.

Did your church have an extravagant financial year? One church in the Mississippi Conference that wanted to remain anonymous 
gave financial gifts toward two churches’ mission shares who are serving among persons in poverty. Is there a church you would like to 
encourage by helping with their mission shares? Do so by January 10, 2014, call Laura Rollins at the conference office, 601-354-0515. 

Charge Conference: A Spirit-filled Process 
By Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton, Director of Communications  
and Connectional Ministries for the Mississippi Annual Conference
How is the power of the Holy Spirit moving in your congregation and what are your 
next steps to join God’s mission in the world? Congregations, clusters and districts 
wrestled with this question across Mississippi over the last four months through 
charge conferences. Stories of the power of the Holy Spirit’s work permeate our an-
nual conference. The Rev. John Moore, superintendent of the New Albany District 
said, “The ground swell in the charge conference sessions was so evident as church 
after church reported the significance of shifting the theme from us to the work of 
the Holy Spirit within us. The use of the Core Values teaching reinforced and gave 
credence to the source of power outside of us, yet at work within us.” 

The goal of charge conference is discernment. Charge conference is an intentional 
gathering for reflection-open and authentic holy conferencing evidencing our Core 
Values of love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship. 

The Revs. Keith Gaughf and Tony Proctor are 
credited with creating the new system for receiv-
ing charge conference forms.
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Also, charge conference forms were different this year. We used an online system. System change is hard work. Very few people like 
change. Yet, a willingness to change creates space for God to transform and make all things new.

Two brilliant visionaries created the new system for receiving charge conference forms. The Revs. Keith Gaughf and Tony Proctor were 
the master minds and implementers of the online system. They spent hundreds of hours volunteering their time to help us move into 
this new system of data compilation. New connectional ministries’ staff person, Cat Foster was a huge contributor to the data import as 
well. District secretaries continue to be strong advocates and faithful stewards of the data and our systems.   

The Mississippi Annual Conference is reflecting on what went well and what needs improvement for next year. Thank you for being a 
conference embodying courage and vision as we move toward God’s transformation among us and within us. How is the power of the 
Holy Spirit moving in your congregation and what are your next steps to join God’s mission in the world?

2014 Special Sunday Giving Dates and Free Resources    
Churchwide Special Sunday offerings enable  United Methodists 
to provide refuge in times of disaster, promote peace and justice, 
provide scholarships and student loans, reach out to the commu-
nity, teach skills to encourage self-sufficiency and share the love of 
Jesus Christ with God’s people everywhere.  

Free resources such as posters, bulletin inserts and envelopes to 
promote United Methodist Special Sunday giving can be ordered 
at http://shop.umc.org/giving.  

 The 2014 Special Sunday dates are listed below. Put them on 
your United Methodist calendar today. Don’t have a calendar? 
You can chose from a variety of UM calendars available for purchase at shop.umc.org.  

• Human Relations Day - January 19 (Sunday before the national observance of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday) strengthens Unit-
ed Methodist outreach to communities in the United States and Puerto Rico, encouraging social justice and work with at-risk youth. 

• One Great Hour Of Sharing - March 30 (Fourth Sunday in Lent) enables the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to 
reach out through worldwide ministries of food, shelter, health and peace. 

• Native American Ministries - May 4 (Third Sunday of Easter) nurtures mission with Native Americans and provides scholarships for 
United Methodist Native American seminarians. 

• Peace With Justice - June 15 (First Sunday after Pentecost) enables The United Methodist Church to have a voice in advocating for 
peace and justice through a broad spectrum of global programs. 

• World Communion Sunday - October 5 (First Sunday of October) provides scholarships for U.S. (racial- and ethnic-minority) stu-
dents and international students, on both undergraduate and graduate levels. 

• United Methodist Student Day - November 30 (Last Sunday of November) furnishes scholarships and loans for students attending 
United Methodist-related and other accredited colleges and universities. 

Searching for Easter in the Midst of Christmas 
United Methodist News Service
Bishop Bill McAlilly’s nephew, a police officer, was killed in the line of duty in Tupelo, Miss., on December 
23, 2013. On December 31, McAlilly shared on his blog the message he delivered at Kevin Gale Stauffer Jr.’s 
Service of Death and Resurrection. McAlilly is the resident bishop for the Tennessee Conference of The 
United Methodist Church.  

Visit  http://bishopbillmcalilly.com/2013/12/31/searching-for-easter-in-the-midst-of-christmas/, to read 
the bishop’s message.

To read The Atlanta Journal-Constitution story, go to http://www.ajc.com/news/news/fbi-alleged-miss-
cop-killer-linked-to-atlanta-bank/ncW7Y/.

Bishop Bill McAllilly,  
Tennessee Conference



Beer On Tap At SMU Games    
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)
Southern Methodist University, a United Methodist-related school, made head-
lines by adding beer sales at its newly renovated basketball arena. To read The 
Dallas Morning News report on this, go to http://www.dallasnews.com/news/
community-news/park-cities/headlines/20140104-beer-sales-win-over-uco-
nn-help-smu-christen-revamped-moody-coliseum.ece.  To read what The 
United Methodist Book of Discipline says about alcohol, go to http://www.umc.
org/site/apps/nlnet/content.aspx.  

Mississippians can post their comments about this story on Facebook. 
Look for the story on the Mississippi Conference’s Facebook page (https://
www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Confer-
ence/436491529732524).

Emory Named Top ‘Green School’ in U.S.      
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)
United Methodist-related Emory University has been named the nation’s 
top “Higher Education Institution” by the U.S. Green Building Coun-
cil’s Center for Green Schools in its annual “Best of Green Schools 2013” 
report. The list recognizes leadership in raising the bar for creating healthy, 
safe and resource-efficient schools. 

Click here to read the news release.  

Faces for Our Prayers                      
Cynthia Laird, the communications coordinator for the
Cynthia Laird, Senatobia district communications coordinator 
Senatobia District of the Mississippi Annual Conference of The 
United Methodist Church, joins several United Methodists making 
pleas for prayer to see the violence in South Sudan end. The fight-
ing has reportedly claimed roughly 1,000 lives. Laird expressed her 
concerns for the children in this area by sharing details from correspondence with fellow Methodist and 
Mississippi native, Ellen Wicker Cummings. Cummings works tirelessly promoting missions in South 
Sudan and is retired from being director of Adult Discipleship and Missions at Baylake UMC in Virginia 
Beach, Virginia. Laird’s message continues:

Reports of increasing violence and human rights abuses in South Sudan threaten to tear apart the world’s 
newest country with destruction and turmoil that could break out into a full-fledged civil war.  The nation 
was formed from many years of war and the culture of violence continues. 

Ellen Wicker Cummings, an advocate for education and capacity building in South Sudan, recently sent me 
an email with information she received from Bill Andress, another advocate for the people of South Sudan.  
Bill told of young people who fled to other countries during the previous war.  They acquired habits of youth 
in the other countries, enjoying rap music, baggy jeans, trousers and short skirts for the teenage girls, and 
long hair for some of the boys.  Authorities have forcibly stripped girls naked in public for wearing trousers, 
beaten young men and cut off hair that they considered too long. These young people are trying to be young 
people. They want to have the chance to be kids and to forget for a time the culture around them of slavery, 
bombings, mass graves, beatings and heinous attacks on women and young girls. Cummings said that there are strong advocates for 
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Integrating sustainability into the classroom helped Emory win recogni-
tion from the U.S. Green Building Council’s Center for Green Schools.  
Emory Photo/Video

Cynthia Laird,  
Senatobia district  
communications  

coordinator



education, care for orphans, release of the enslaved and improved health conditions.  She pleads for someone to take up leadership to 
organize advocacy for women in South Sudan and Sudan so that there will be an opportunity for them to provide daily necessities for 
themselves and their families.  Far too many of these women live in poverty and fear not knowing where the next meal is coming from 
or if they will be attacked while trying to make provisions for their families.

When I pray for the people of South Sudan, the prayers are linked to faces of children that I have learned about through Cummings’ 
emails and her book, “Journey of Joy.”  These faces and the stories about their daily lives, make the prayers more personal.  Some of the 
children are mentioned frequently in her updates.  Bota and his sister Peddy have worked hard to take care of “Mama Ellen.”  If they 
thought she needed something, they tried their best to help her out.  She calls Bota her “main man.”  He has removed spiders, chased a 
frog away from her door and carried things so that she would not have to carry them.  There is little Maneno who craves attention and 
love so much that it is almost like she is trying to get her share of affection on the front end for fear it will all go away.

Then there is Pitia, a little boy with a ventricular septal defect—a hole in his heart.  Children’s Hospital of the King’s Daughters in 
Norfolk, Virginia is ready to accept him as a patient free of charge and a pediatric cardiologist has volunteered his services. Cummings 
and her husband, Ned are willing to keep Pitia in their home and be present for his surgery and for follow-up visits to the doctor.   The 
challenge now is to receive permission from the South Sudan government and the American Embassy in Nairobi, Kenya to leave.  Al-
though his heart condition threatens his life, Cummings said that, “he is all boy—into everything and spends more time than most in 
time out.” It is almost like Pitia, much like Maneno, believes he must get the most out of each moment now in case there is not another 
chance.

As we pray for peace in South Sudan, we should be mindful of the children and young people who have lived through the horrors of 
war that no one should have to experience. They need safety, education and hope for a future that is not filled with pain and fear.  Let 
us pray that 2014 will be the year that peace becomes a reality for the children of South Sudan!

Free Books for St. Luke’s Thrift Shop Customers 
While supplies last, customers of the St. Luke UMC thrift store in Jackson will be offer-
ing a free religious book at the check-out counter. This kind gesture is a church service 
project that kicked off January 3. The church is encouraging its members and anyone 
who wants to donate their unwanted religious books to this cause to contact the church 
at 601-362-6381.

White Oak UMC Pastor Retires
White Oak United Methodist Church located near Crystal Springs, Mississippi, recently 
celebrated the retirement of their pastor and first lady, the Rev. and Mrs. Joseph Crawford, pictured, left. On December 29, 

Crawford preached his last sermon at the church. Crawford is a graduate of Pearl River 
Community College. He studied at the Candler School of Theology in Atlanta, Georgia 
and completed the Mississippi course of study in Jackson. Crawford brought to White 
Oak a wealth of over 26 years ministry experience. In his community, he serves as presi-
dent of the Marion County Chapter, NAACP; president of the Marion County Civic Club; 
volunteer fireman for the South West Marion Volunteer Fire Department; mentor for 
young children and past volunteer for Saint Andrew’s Mission in McComb, Mississippi. 
Some of Crawford’s professional memberships include: member of the Mississippi Fire 
Chiefs Association, member of the National Fire Fighters Association, member of the state 
Fire Fighters Association and life member of the Marion County Chapter of the NAACP. 
The Crawfords have been married 43 years. They have three sons, one daughter and seven 
grandchildren. 

Children Inspire Growth at Lone Star United Methodist Church
By Dewayne Mayo, pastor of Lone Star UMC  
Lone Star UMC near Collins, Mississippi is experiencing growth in church attendance. As Lone Star UMC’s pastor, Dewayne 
Mayo writes, members reaching out to children in the community are making the difference.  

The first day Mike Hicks called and told me he had appointed me to pastor in the United Methodist Church was an exciting day 
for me and my wife. We both took off work early that day and drove to see the churches. As we pulled into the parking lot of the 
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Lone Star UMC on Highway 84, between Collins and Prentiss, we noticed a 
12 passenger van behind the small church building. I would soon find out how 
valuable this little 12 passenger van was to Lone Star.

I understand that this van had recently been purchased by a man in the 
church and a few months before (beginning in September of 2012) had been 
used to bring children to church. Skarlett Boleware would go out into the com-
munity on Wednesday evenings and pick up children, bring them to church, 
teach them about Jesus, then take them back home. Most of these children’s 
parents were not going to church anywhere. They come from many different 
backgrounds.

Bolware now drives the van not only on Wednesday evenings to pick up 
children, but also on Sunday mornings and evenings. She sometimes makes 
two trips to pick up all the children. Her staff has grown from just her and 
one young man named Richard, to a strong staff of six who are there almost 
every Wednesday, with many more volunteers responding during special events. The total number of volunteers which consists of 
parents and church members, has reached into the dozens on occasion as this ministry continues to blossom. The entire church 
has become involved in these children’s lives.

The members of the congregation agree that Lone Star had never averaged over 30, even on Sunday mornings. They now are 
averaging and have averaged over 30 for the Sunday morning service for the last eight months. We are now averaging close to 40 
on Sunday evenings and between 45 and 55 on Wednesday evenings. The kids have brought a contagious excitement to Lone Star 
that is positively affecting the entire church and community.

On the night of Wednesday, December 18, 2013 the children put on a Christmas program for the church, community and their 
families. The kids sang loud and we were all so very proud of them. The 94 in attendance broke the recent record of 93 that we 
had during our Fall Festival. The fellowship hall could not hold all the people who stayed for refreshments afterwards.

Lone Star UMC is growing in many ways and it is because of strong commitment, determination and love. Lone Star United 
Methodist Church is an example of several United Methodist churches in Mississippi that are finding ways to grow their church 
and reach out into their community in very successful ways.

This growth hasn’t been easy; it has come with a price. The church is noisy now, we have more stains on the carpet, more inter-
ruptions during services and we would not change it for anything. Lone StarUMC loves these children! We are watching them 
grow in Christ, some grow towards Christ and develop respect for the church. One of the most beautiful sights is seeing some of 
these young people sitting by the older adults during services. I watch the children sitting very close to the adults and the adults 
put their arms around them. I constantly see children come off the van and run to hug the older adults. The adults love these 
children and the children love being loved.

Windborn Chapel’s UMVIM Leader  
Reports on Nicaraguan Project 
A member of the Mississippi United Methodist Volunteers in Mission 
(UMVIM) team is sharing a praise report following his part in a project 
to convert a building behind a church in Condega, Nicaragua into a par-
sonage for a pastoral family. Danny Box, of Windborn Chapel UMC in 
Lucedale gives his account for a labor of love and the fellowship.  

I arrived in Managua on December 8, where Rich Mroczka met me at 
the airport and I spent the night at his house. Mroczka has been working 
on the project in Condega and we had time to discuss the project while I 
was with him.

On Monday, December 9, I picked up Rigo and we drove up to Con-
dega. We went to the church and met with Vicente, our construction 
leader,who has helped with the project at Condega for the past two years. 
We developed a plan that included preparing the bathroom by installing toilet, laboratory and shower and all piping related to 
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More than a dozen children gathered at Lone Star 
UMC during the Christmas holiday.



the bathroom. We met with a drywall professional who gave us 
a price for putting up and finishing the drywall and installing 
doors. We completed both of these components during the eight 
days in Condega.

Each afternoon, I held Bible classes for the children where we 
averaged 30-35 children each day. We studied the Creation 
Story from Genesis devoting one lesson to each day in the story. 
We sang creation songs, completed activities and participated 
in learning evaluation activities. One Monday, we had a cel-
ebration with the children and had cake and soft drinks. Each 
child received a gift bag containing essential items along with a 
single toy. Smiles and laughter abounded.

I attended one night service and I attended the Sunday morn-
ing worship where the pastor from Mateare was the guest 
speaker. Alfredo, the new pastor at Condega had just returned 
from a week of training in El Salvador. 

Golden Triangle Banquet to Support 
United Negro College Fund   
January 10, 2014    
The Golden Triangle UNCF Committee, which includes the areas 
of West Point, Starkville and Columbus, Mississippi, will host their 

annual banquet to support the United 
Negro College Fund (UNCF) on Friday evening, January 10, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. The annual fundraiser 
will be held in the Nancy Hogarth Dining Center on the campus of Mississippi University of Women in 
Columbus, Mississippi.

The keynote speaker for the event will be the Honorable Leslie D. King of the Mississippi Supreme Court. 
Justice King is a native of Greenville, Mississippi where he began practicing law in 1973.

The banquet will be hosted by Kendrick Vivians, a graduate of Mississippi State University and local educa-
tor and comedian. The program will also feature entertainment from local musicians and members of 
world renowned, Rust College A’Cappella Choir. Presentations will be made to churches, businesses, schools 
and organizations who have given support to UNCF, and a special ceremony will be held in memory of 
Mrs. Emma Miller-Beck, who served as chair of the Golden Triangle UNCF Committee until her passing in 
July 2013.  

For ticket information, contact Doris Bankhead, 662-328-3960, Christine B. Moore, 662-328-2257 or Jo 
Ann Scott, 662-252-8000. 

First Gulfport UMC Arts Under The Dome 
January 10 , 2014             
First Gulfport’s Arts Under The Dome concert series will present blues singer/pianist, Eden 
Brent on Friday, January 10 at 7:00 p.m. Brent, a Mississippi Delta native, has been a recipient 
of numerous awards from the Blues Music Foundation for her dynamic performances and 
recordings of blues, boogie-woogie and New Orleans jazz. She has been in demand by blues 
venues throughout the U.S., after launching a solo career following a 16-year apprenticeship 
with the late blues pioneer, Boogaloo Ames. Tickets are $15 for adults, $10 for students and 
are available from Arts Under The Dome’s website, www.arts.fumc-gulfport.org, from the 
church office or at the door. Brent will be followed by Celtic/World Music group, Mithril on 
Saturday, February 1. Season tickets are still available for four concerts.    
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Gospel Music History Returns to Historic Stonewall Church 
January 10, 2014             
The Chuck Wagon Gang will sing live on January 10, 2014, at Stonewall United 
Methodist Church, located at 323 Wainwright Avenue (two blocks directly behind 
Stonewall Piggly Wiggly and just north of Highway 513).

The church will serve Bro. Jim’s authentic homemade seafood gumbo, various 
homemade soups, desserts and drinks in the fellowship hall for a cost of $7 per 
bowl or all-you-can-eat for $10. This will begin at 6:00 p.m. The fundraiser will 
help the congregation maintain the properties and servant ministries of this his-
toric church.  

To reserve individual bowls, all-you-can-eat gumbo and/or soups or a six-person 
table for the Friday night meal, call or text 601-938-7729 or email stonewallpas-
tor@gmail.com.

The Gang sings at 7:00 p.m. for a love offering to support the historic gospel music 
ministry of this group which is entering its 78th year of service to the Lord.

Stonewall’s historic church was established in 1872 and has made Stonewall a “go-to” venue for authentic southern gospel music. The 
church has hosted the Blackwood Brothers Quartet, Red Roots, the Dixie Echoes and The Chuck Wagon Gang in recent months. 

First Gulfport UMC Divorce Recovery, Grief Recovery and Broken Rainbow 
January 16, 2014             
New 10-week sessions of First Gulfport’s Divorce Recovery, Grief Recovery and Broken Rainbow (for children ages six and up) will be-
gin on Thursday, January 16 at 7:00 p.m. This will be the 25th year of offering these workshops/support groups to people in the South 
Mississippi community. The cost is $30 (includes a book) and children of Divorce or Grief Recovery participants may attend Broken 
Rainbow at no extra charge. For more information, call Catherine Barnes at 228-229-6851. 

2014 Confirmation Retreats – Camp Lake Stephens  
January 17-19, 2014 | January 24-26, 2014               
Confirmation retreats will happen during the weekends of January 17-19 and January 24-26 of 2014. Don’t miss out! For registration 
and questions email Sally McClellan at sally@camplakestephens.com.

East and West Jackson Leadership Training Dates 
January 25, 2014 | February 8, 2014             
The 2014 Leadership Training events for the East and West Jackson Districts will be held Saturday, January 25, 2014 from 9:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. at Forest United Methodist Church in Forest, and Saturday, February 8, 2014 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at First United 
Methodist Church in Clinton. Both trainings are open to local church leaders of both districts. Save these dates and watch for more 
details to come.    

Christ United to Welcome Biblical Scholar  
February 7-9, 2014             
Christ United Methodist Church in Jackson will host renowned Biblical scholar, Dr. Ben Witherington, III February 7-9. Witherington 
is the author of numerous books and is Amos Professor of New Testament at Asbury Theological Seminary.

During his visit to Christ United, Witherington will teach on “Conflict and Community in Corinth.” This event is open to pastors and 
lay persons. One (1.0) continuing education credit (CEU) will be given to those who attend the entire lecture series.

Registration is $75 and includes Friday dinner and Saturday lunch. Childcare is available for a minimal fee ($15 for Friday; $30 for both 
days). For more information and online registration, visit www.christunitedjxn.org.    
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2014 The Gathering Student Conference – 
“Mind Games” 
February 28, 2014 - March 2, 2014             
The Gathering Student Conference is a ministry designed for the  young 
people of the Mississippi United Methodist Conference. This event was for-
mally known as MYAC. It will take place February 28, 2014 - March 2, 2014 at 
Christ United Methodist Church in Jackson, Mississippi. For more details and 
to register, visit the Mississippi Conference website.   

Confirmation Retreat – Seashore Assembly, 
Biloxi 
March 7-8, 2014              
This retreat is designed especially for sixth graders to experience the Wesleyan ideas of piety and mercy within the context of commu-
nity. Hands-on encounters with people actually doing the work will be a plus for each individual and group. Church groups are being 
invited to participate in the Stop Hunger Now packing event at 4:00 p.m. on Saturday. They can register to bring older youth or anyone 
to help. There is a place on the registration form for that. Youth will have an opportunity to create something to participate in our clos-
ing worship on Saturday evening. Anyone coming for the packing event is welcomed to eat dinner and stay for the service. This retreat 
is open to churches from other districts. The deadline to register is February 21, 2014. Download the registration brochure here. For 
more information call 228-436-6767.   Seashore Assembly’s mailing address is 1410 Leggett Drive, Biloxi, MS 39530. 

Lake Junaluska Peace Conference  
Explores Health Care 
March 27-30, 2014              
The 2014 Lake Junaluska Peace Conference, “Faith, Health, and  Peace: Seeking the Basic Right to 
Good Health for All God’s Children,”seeks to affirm the basic right to good health from the per-
spective of faith traditions, lift up “the leading causes of life” and explore ways faith communities 
can combat the causes of poor health, such as disease, violence and poverty. The conference will 
be held March 27-30 at Lake Junaluska Conference and Retreat Center in North Carolina.

Early registration ends February 15, 2014. Partial scholarships are available for full-time college 
and seminary students. Register by calling 800-222-4930 or visit www.lakejunaluska.com/peace.

The Lake Junaluska Peace Conference is an ongoing response to God’s call to peacemaking and 
reconciliation. Affirming the community of Abrahamic faiths, the Peace Conference seeks to 
work in partnership with Christians, Jews, Muslims and members of other religious traditions to advance the work of reconciliation and 
peace.   

Announcements:
Human Relations Day, Sunday, Jan. 19    
Methodist Church, Human Relations Day strengthens United Methodist outreach to communities in the United States and 
Puerto Rico, encouraging social justice and work with at-risk youth. For details, go to http://www.umcgiving.org/site/c.
qwL6KkNWLrH/b.3837993/k.1934/Special_Sundays__Human_Relations_Day__FAQ.htm?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+New
sletter+1-8-14&utm_campaign=1-8-14+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email.

Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Monday, Jan. 20
The United Methodist Board of Discipleship offers worship resources. To access the resources, visit http://www.gbod.org/
lead-your-church/african-american-general-resources/resource/resources-for-human-relations-daymartin-luther-king-jr.-
day?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+1-8-14&utm_campaign=1-8-14+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email. 
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2014 Fall Scholarships Application Opens January 6, 2014
Questions regarding loan or scholarship programs or eligibility criteria may be directed to the Office of Loans and Scholarships 
at the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM). Go to our Website (http://www.gbhem.org/loans-scholar-
ships/scholarship-applications)  on January 6. 

Email: umloans@gbhem.org or umscholar@gbhem.org; Call: 615-340-7346.  

Technical problems regarding the actual application process may be addressed to International Scholarship and Tuition Services 
(ISTS). Email: GBHEM@applyists.com; Call: toll free 800-914-8389. 

Free Webinar “Stewardship and Finance: Getting It Right 
at the Starting Line,” Thursday, Jan. 9 - 6:30 p.m. CT
This webinar is for stewardship teams, finance committees and  church council members from 
the United Methodist Board of Discipleship. To register, go to: 
https://gbod.webex.com/mw0401l/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=gbod&servi
ce=6&rnd=0.40667168017994704&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fgbod.webex.com%2Fec070
1l%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26confViewID%
3D1354157801%26%26%26%26siteurl%3Dgbod.  

Deadline to Apply for Peace with Justice Grants is Friday, 
Jan. 10 
The United Methodist Board of Church and Society has allotted $48,000 in grants for 14 Peace with Justice ministries around the 
world. To apply, go to http://umc-gbcs.org/content/articles/2013-2016_Peace_with_Justice_Grant_Application_1.pdf.

Annual Conference 2014     
June 6-8, 2014
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., has announced that the 2014 session of the Mississippi Annual Conference will be held on June 6-8 
at the Jackson Convention Complex.

Rev. Allen Bailey, retired associate pastor at Indianola First UMC, 
passed away on December 23, 2013. His funeral was December 27. 
Please continue to lift his family in prayer. 

Please keep Bishop James Swanson, Sr., his wife Delphine and their 
family in your thoughts and prayers. Mrs. Swanson’s aunt, Mary 
Williams Jones, of Millen, Georgia passed away early Tuesday, 
December 7.   Funeral arrangements are not known at this time.

Employment Opportunities
• Pastoral Assistant, Wells Memorial UMC  
Address: 2019 Bailey Avenue Jackson, MS  39213 
Background Information: Wells United Methodist Church is presently seeking qualified candidates for several positions/roles 
within the church staff. Currently, three subcommittees of the SPRC (Staff-Parish Relations Committee) are organizing job de-
scriptions and vetting potential candidates. This job description addresses the position of Pastoral Assistant.  This position is vital 
to the daily operation of Wells Church.
Another subcommittee is currently performing the same function in regard to the position of Associate Pastor. Based on the 
skills, graces and abilities of the successful candidate for the Associate Pastor position, this job description for the Pastoral



Assistant may then be refined to exclude those tasks and duties which will be performed by the Associate Pastor. Until that posi-
tion is filled, this subcommittee will seek
qualified candidates based on the duties and tasks currently performed by the incumbent Wells employee who will be retiring in 
mid-2014. It is the hope of Wells Church that the successful candidate for this position will “shadow” the incumbent for a mutu-
ally agreed upon time frame prior to retirement in order for him to pass on his extensive institutional knowledge regarding this 
most important position.
Position Summary: The person that presently holds the position of Pastoral Assistant currently performs the following wide 
range of tasks and responsibilities. The candidate who is hired to fill this position will be required to have the ability to accomplish 
the vast majority of the following tasks in regard to the operation of Wells Church. Some of
these duties may be assigned to other staff or sub-contracted to outside parties.
Recurring Administrative Tasks:
1. Answer the telephone and door during office hours
2. Take and relay messages
3. Assist pastor with mail.
4. Prepare Sunday Bulletin from draft developed by pastor(s); print children’s bulletins; recruit weekly lay ministers.  Create bul-
letin inserts as needed.
5. Develop the annual statistical report submitted in January to the Conference statistician.
6. Maintain the church website, uploading sermons, music, the Sunday Bulletin and special notices as necessary.
7. Distribute email Prayer Requests and General Notes as necessary.
8. Prepare placemats for special suppers, including the Galloway School honors banquet.
9. Respond to requests for information or assistance from church members.
10. Substitute for the pastor interviewing neighbors who request utility/rent assistance from the Pastor’s Fund.  Schedule assis-
tance appointments.
11. Order supplies of needed items, including paper products and office supplies, as well as James Club Bibles and educational 
materials as requested.
12. Order floral arrangements as necessary. 
Preliminary Job Description
1. Purchase nursery supplies as requested.
2. Prepare copies of minutes and handouts for Council and Board meetings.
3. Prepare and address birthday greeting cards for pastor’s signature.
4. Assist the pastor with scheduling.
5. Maintain the church database, mailing list and member/friend directory.
6. Oversee use of the church vehicles.
7. Maintain Sanctuary candles and microphone batteries.
8. Produce, package and mail recordings of the services.
9. Mail copies of the Upper Room to shut-ins and others on request.
10. Prepare light lunches for combined Board/Council meetings.
11. Prepare such other meals as requested. (Easter Sunrise, Mission Mississippi).
12. Send messages to the texting service as needed.
13. Prepare Charge Conference reports for submission to District Superintendent
Financial Secretary Duties:
1. Copy all checks and contribution envelopes and record donors’ names for annual mailing of giving statements in January.
2. Copy all invoices for Treasurer. Record all checks issued and obtain second signature before mailing.
3. Reconcile bank statements and prepare monthly reports of finances for the Administrative Board.
4. Preserve records of all income and disbursements, with copies of checks and original invoices.
5. Assist the Finance Committee in the preparation of the annual budget for presentation to the Charge Conference and Admin-
istrative Board.
6. Prepare the annual Fund Balance Report for submission to the Conference office.
7. Print, edit, sign and mail annual statements of giving
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Newsletter Editor Duties:
1. Layout, write and edit materials for the monthly newsletter.
2. Seal, label and mail the monthly newsletter.
3. Upload a pdf version of the newsletter to the church website.
4. Edit and publish literary/Advent/Lenten journals
WellsFest Duties:
1. Update WellsFest web page as needed
2. Maintain WellsFest personnel roster.
3. Produce Bulletin inserts for WellsFest
4. Produce school handouts for WellsFest
5. Update and produce 2,500 5K Run/Walk registration forms in early June
Interested Candidates:
Interested candidates should submit a 1-2 page letter of introduction explaining
your interest in serving at Wells along with a current resume and a minimum of four professional references. This information 
should be emailed to Bruce Reynolds, the S/PPRC Sub-committee contact, at  bruce.spencer.reynolds@gmail.com. If you have
any questions, please feel free to call him at 601-941-9306 (C).
 
• Administrative Assistant to Finance & Administration  
Galloway Memorial United Methodist Church | 305 North Congress Street | Jackson, Mississippi 39202
Galloway Memorial United Methodist Church, a growing, historic congregation in downtown Jackson, Mississippi, is seeking an 
Administrative Assistant to Finance & Administration.
This position serves as part of the administrative team, responsible for accounting support to Finance and Administration.
Key Functions/Responsibilities:
• Preparation of weekly bank deposits.
• Maintain contribution database and preparation of members’ statement of contributions.
• Maintain accounts receivable for outside events.
• Process and maintain accounts payable.
• Assist with distribution of financial reports to various ministry areas.
• Assist with maintaining employee records, payroll, and employee benefits.
• Provide administrative support for annual stewardship campaign.
• Administrative support as needed for the Finance Team and Board of Trustees which includes
     minutes at the monthly meeting.
• Administrative support to Executive Administrator.
Must have prior experience and proficiency in basic bookkeeping as well as working knowledge of computers and software 
applications including Microsoft Office Applications. Proficiency in Excel is arequirement. Advanced verbal and written com-
munications skills, capable of exercising independent decision-making and problem solving skills with ability to manage multiple 
priorities.
In addition to formal training and education, the position requires the spiritual gift of administration, patience, flexibility, honesty 
and maintains confidentiality of information. Must be capable ofconcurrently working independently as well as being a partici-
pant in a team.
Galloway Memorial United Methodist Church is an Equal Opportunity Employer
Deadline for application is Friday, January 3, at 5:00 p.m. Please send resumes and cover letters to:
Galloway Memorial United Methodist Church, Attn: Sherry Russum, Executive Administrator, P O Box 1092, Jackson, MS 39215
Or email to: Srussum@gallowayumc.org.
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• Assistant Director of Student Ministry for the High School Ministry -  
St. Luke’s UMC of Houston, Texas
St. Luke’s United Methodist Church of Houston, Texas (www.stlukesmethodist.org) is searching for an Assistant Director of 
Student Ministry for the High School Ministry. St. Luke’s is a vibrant congregation that recently pledged $30 million for a building 
campaign that includes new youth facilities. This is a multi-site ministry, each site with its own staff – the Gethsemane Campus 
and the Westheimer Campus. There is a healthy team atmosphere here with seven staff members and over 100 volunteers, all 
focused on developing young disciples of Christ. 
The model of ministry for St. Luke’s is built around moving people forward on a spiritual journey or four movements of faith: 
from Seeker to Believer, from Believer to Belonger, from Belonger to Disciple and from Disciple to Apostle.  The student ministry 
lives into this vision by creating an ever-expanding network of relationships and environments that foster young men and women 
as they move along their faith journey. 
The Assistant Director of Student Ministries for High School will create, plan and execute events and programs for high school 
students that support these four environments:
• Awaken in Worship: Encourage students to participate in corporate worship
• Embrace in Community: Create programs that are fun, connectional, relevant and designed for young men and women to 
know they belong to the family of God.
• Train in Teams: Lead an ever-expanding network of small groups and support the leaders
• Move in Service: Provide opportunities for students to participate in transformation through missions, both locally and interna-
tionally
The Assistant Director will have five key functions:
• Building relationships with volunteers (recruiting, equipping and discipling), students and parents (serving as role model, small 
group leader and resource connection)
• Marketing and communications: ensure timely, effective and accurate communications as well as working with event coordina-
tors and staff to promote and celebrate the student ministry
• Staff Management: work collaboratively with a Student Ministry Team as well as oversee a Program Assistant and Intern for the 
High School Ministry
• Spiritual Leadership: live a contagious Christian life and develop the four environments (listed above)

Candidates who are interested in applying should have a Bachelor’s degree, an understanding of the doctrine of the Methodist 
tradition, and a minimum of three years of paid staff experience developing leaders and successful teams. Candidates should send 
a cover letter and resume to JGallagher@stlukesmethodist.org.

Breakfast Pizza    
1 pound of ground pork sausage
1 (8 -ounce) can crescent rolls
1 cup (4-ounce) shredded sharp Cheddar cheese
1 cup (4-ounce) shredded Mozzarella cheese
5 large eggs, lightly beaten
½ cup of milk
¾ teaspoon dried oregano
1/8 teaspoon pepper
Mushrooms, bell pepper and onion, if desired
Brown sausage in a large skillet, stirring until it crumbles; drain. Set aside. Unroll crescent rolls, separating into eight 
triangles. Place triangles, with elongated end pointed toward center, on a greased 12-inch pizza pan. Press perforations 
together to form a crust. Bake at 375 degrees for eight minutes on lower rack of oven (crust will be slightly puffy when 
removed from oven). Reduce oven temperature to 350 degrees. Spoon sausage over dough; sprinkle with cheese. Combine 
eggs and remaining ingredients; pour over sausage mixture. Bake at 350 degrees on lower rack of oven, 30 to 35 minutes or 
until crust is golden. Cut into wedges to serve.

– Gina Clement, “Loaves and Fishes” from St. Paul UMC in Ocean Springs, Mississippi



Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next issue of 
The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before distribution 
on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, so share 
your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Method-
ist-Conference/436491529732524 and on Twitter at https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!
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